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What does honest coverage of Latter-day Saints require? Curiosity, primary sources,
and dignity, not caricature.

In an era marked by rapid information flow, deep polarization, and an often shallow
engagement with religion in the media, the year 2025 finds members of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints at a crossroads of faith and public discourse. Members
of the Church believe truths that are not only foundational to our eternal salvation but

also deeply relevant to how we interact with our neighbors and society at large.

Yet as digital platforms expand and multiply, the representation of our faith in the
public square often lags behind reality, too frequently reduced to caricatures or

superficial narratives. In this context, publications like Public Square Magazine—which
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expressly seek “to convene, encourage, and support voices of conscience and
conviction”—play an important role in elevating discourse and correcting widespread

misunderstandings about the Church.

The Challenge to Journalism

Too much of today’s journalism treats religion as a fringe footnote—a subject for
stereotype rather than serious engagement, especially when covering faiths that fall
outside the mainstream Christian tradition. In 2025, this problem persists. Many news
outlets repeat sensational claims about Latter-day Saint culture or internal governance
without providing historical context, doctrinal clarity, or the lived reality of millions of

believing Saints.

Consider how some reports handle sensitive topics. When

stories about abuse allegations arise—as they have for News outlets
many large institutions—the nuance of both the Church’s repeat
official responses and statistical realities often gets buried sensational

beneath headlines designed to attract clicks rather than claims about

illuminate truth. Public Square Magazine has responded to )
, . Latter-day Saint
this gap by providing research and context that many

outlets omit, such as detailed comparisons and culture.
thoughtful analysis of how the Church has handled past
incidents, advocating for accountability while also resisting the reduction of complex

issues to simplistic narratives.

This is not an occasional problem—it’s a pattern with depictions of religion in the
media. Headlines about Latter-day Saint temples, doctrinal practice, or cultural norms
frequently prioritize spectacle over substance. This journalism feeds misunderstanding.
It substitutes caricature for context and leaves readers—both Latter-day Saints and
those not as familiar—with a distorted sense of who we are. We must demand better:

journalism that illuminates rather than obscures.

Interest in Latter-day Saints in Streaming and Public Culture

Another notable phenomenon of 2025 is the significant interest among Latter-day

Saints in streaming media and cultural content that bears on faith and identity. From
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documentaries exploring religious history to series that touch on moral complexity,
many Latter-day Saints—especially younger generations—are engaging with visual

media as a primary window on the world.

This trend presents both opportunity and risk. On one hand, engaging with culture
through streaming services allows members to see diverse perspectives and draw
connections between gospel principles and contemporary issues. On the other hand,
without discernment, it’s easy to absorb narratives that are sensational, misleading, or

simply indifferent to spiritual realities.

As Latter-day Saints, our engagement should be thoughtful. We should seek media that

challenge us to grow in compassion, strengthen our testimony of Christ, and equip us to
serve others rather than fostering cynicism or division. In this, we can borrow from the

aims of Public Square Magazine: to promote dialogue that is “persuasive, honest, and

research-based,” and not merely provocative.

Toward a Better Public Conversation

What does better journalism look like? It begins with curiosity rather than assumption.
It respects believers as whole persons, not caricatures. It treats doctrine with attention
to official sources and authentic voices, not secondhand interpretation. And it

acknowledges the complexity of human experience, including the sincere devotion and

enduring faith of millions of Latter-day Saints worldwide.

We can build a public square that welcomes deep inquiry

and robust exchange—one where religious literacy is It begins with
valued, not feared. This means encouraging outlets to curiosity.
consult primary doctrine, to speak with thoughtful

members and leaders, and to avoid lazy narratives that

reinforce stereotypes.

Faith Calls Us to Engagement

Ultimately, our faith doesn’t retreat from the world—it engages it with hope. In a world
hungry for meaning, the gospel of Jesus Christ offers answers that resonate across

boundaries: forgiveness, purpose, community, and eternal perspective.
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For those who are members of The Church of Jesus Christ, our calling is twofold:

1. Live with integrity. Let our actions reflect our beliefs, showing Christlike love in
every setting.

2. Speak with clarity and charity. When we see incorrect or incomplete information
about our faith, we should correct it gently but confidently, rooted in truth and

humility.

In doing so, we contribute to a public square where faith is not marginalized but
understood, where journalism does not sacrifice accuracy for sensationalism, and where
every reader—Latter-day Saint or not—can walk away with a clearer picture of one of

the most dynamic religious movements in the world.

In 2026 and beyond, let us strive for a public discourse that honors both truth and
dignity—for in Christ’s gospel, both are inseparable.
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